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ANNO QUINQUAGESIMO SECUNDO GEORGII III. REGIS.

C AP CXLVL
An A& for the better regulating and preferving Parifh and other Regilfters
of Births, Baptifms, Marriages, and Burials, i England.
[28th Fuly 1812.]

r YHEREAS the amending the Manner and Form of keeping and of preferving Regifters of
%’ Baptifms, Marriages, and Burials of His Majefty’s Subjeés in the feveral Parithes and Places

in England, will greatly facilitate the Proof of Pedigrees of Perfons claiming to be entitled to
Rezl or Perfonal Eftates, and be otherwife of areat public Benefit and Advantage ; be it thercfore enadted
by the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, by and with theAdvice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem-
poral, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That from and
ziter the Thirty-firk Day of December One thoufand eight hundred and twelve, Regifters of Public and Pri-
vate Baptifme, Marriages, and Burials, folemnized according to the Rites of the United Church of England
and Ireland, within all Parifhes or Chapelries in England, whether fubjeét to the Ordinary, or Peculiar, er
other Jurifdiétion, fhall be made and kept by the Re&or, Vicar, Curate, or Officiating Minifter of every
Parifh (or of any Chapelry where the Ceremonies of Baptifin, Marriage, and Burial have been ufually, and
may according to Law be performed) for the Time being, in Books of Parchment or of good and
durable Paper, to be provided by His Majefty’s Printer as Occafion may require, at the Expence of
the refpe@ive Parithes or Chapelries; whereon fhall be printed, upon each Side of every Leaf, the
Heads of Information herein required to be entered in the Regifters of Baptifins, Marriages, and Burials
refpetively, and every fuch Entry fhall be numbered progreflively from the Beginning to the End of
each Book, the Firlt Entry to be diftinguifhed by Number One ; and every fuch Entry fhall be divided
from the Entry next following by a printed Line, according to the Forms contained in the Schedules
{A.) (B.) (C.) hereto annexed ; and every Page of every fuch Book fhall be numbered with progreflive
Numbers, the Firft Page being marked with the Number 1. in the Middle of the upper Part of fuch
Page, and every fubfequent Page being marked in like Manner with progrefive Numbers, from
Number 1. to the End of the Book.

II. And, for better enfuring the Regularity and Uniformity of fuch Regifter Books, be it further
enafted, That a printed Copy of this A&, together with one Book fo prepared as aforefaid, and
adapted to the Form of the Regifter of Baptilms prefcribed in the Schedule (A.) to this A& an-
nexed ; and alfo one otner Book fo prepared as aforefaid, and adapted to the Form prefcribed for the
Regifter of Marriages in the Schedule (B.) to this A& annexed; and alfo one other Book fo prepared
as aforefaid, and adapted to the Form preferibed for the Regifter of Budals in the Schedule (C.) to
this A& annexed, fhall, as foon as conveniently may be after the paffing of this A&, be provided and
tranfmitted by His Majelty’s Printer to the Officiating Minifters of the feveral Parithes and Chapelries in
England refpetively, who are hereby required to ufe and apply the fame in and to the Purpofes of
this A&; and fuch Books refpedtively fhall be proportioned to the Population of the feveral Parifhes
and Chapelries, according to the laft Returns of fuch Population made under the Authority of Parlia-
ment ; and other Books of like Form and Quality {hall for the like Purpofes be furnifhed from Time
10 Time by the Churchwardens or Chapelwardens of every Parifh or Chapelry, at the Expence of the
faid Parifh or Chapelry, whenever they fhall be required by the Reltor, Vicar, Curate, or Ofliciating
Minifter to provide the fame; and all fuch Books fhall be of Paper, unlels required to be of Parchment
by fuch Churchwardens or Chapelwardens refpeltively.

1L And be it further ena&ed, That fuch Regifters fhall be kept in fuch feparate Books aforefaid,
and that every fuch Re&or, Vicar, Curate, or fficiating Minifter fhall as foon as poflible after the
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Solemmnization of every Baptifin, whether Private or Public, or Burial re fpeCively, record and enter in
a fair and legible Handwriting, in the proper Regifter Book to be provided, made, and } kept as afore-
faid, the feveral Paviiculars deferibed in the feveral Schedules herein-before mentioned, and fign the

fame; and in no Cafe, unlefs prevented by Sicknels, or other unavoidable Impediment, later than
within Seven Days after the Ceremony of any {uch Baptifm or Burial fhall have taken place.

IV. And be it further enacted, That whenever the Ceremony of Baptifin or Burial fhall be performed
m any other Place than the Parith Church or Church Yard of any Parifh (or the Chapsl or Chapel Yard
of any Chapelry providing its own diltinét Regifters) and fuch Ceremony {hall be performed by any
Minifter not being the Reétor, Vicar, Minifter, or Curate of fuch Parifh or Chapelry, the Minifter
who thall perform fuch Ceremony of Baptifin or Burial fhall, on the fame or on the next Day, tranfinit
to the Rector, Vicar, or other Minifter of {uch Parifh or Chapelry, or his Curate, a C»Hzﬁm[c of fuch
Baptifm or Burial in the Form contained in the Schedule (D.) to this Act dnne\cd and the Rector,
Vicar, Minifter, or Curate of fuch Parith or Chapelry, fhall thereupon enter fuch Baptifin or Burial
accor: Imq to fuch Certificate in the Book kept purfuant to this Act for fuch Purpofe; and fhall add to
Tuch Ir ntry the fo‘iomncr Words, i’u.'cording to the Certficate of the Reverend

[

tranfmitted to me on the Day of 3

V. And be it further enacted, That the feveral Books wherein fuch Entries fhall refpectively be made,
and all Regifter Books heretofore in ufe, fhall be deemed to belong to every fuch Parith or Chapelry
relpectively, and fhall be kept by, and remain in the Power and Cuftody of the Rector, Vicar, Curate,
or other Officiating Minilter of each refpective Parith or Chapelry as aloreﬁud, and fhall be by him fafely
and fecurely kept in a dry well-painted Tron Chelt, to be provided and repaired as Occafion may
require, at the Expence of the Parifh or Chapelry, and which faid Cheft containin g the fuid Books
thall be conftantly kept locked in fome dry, fafe, and fecure Place within the ufual Place of Refidence
of fuch Reltor, Vicar, Curate, or other Officiating Minifter (if refident within the Parith or Chapelry)
orin the Parifh Church or Chapel; and the faid Books fhall not, nor fhalt any of them be taken or
removed from or cut of the faid Chelt, at any Time or for any Caufe whatever, except for the
Purpofe of making fuch Entries therein as aforefaid, or for the Infpeftion of Perfons defirous to make
fearch therein, or to obtain Copies from or out of the fame, or to be produced as Lvidence in fome
Court of Law or Equity, or to be infpeted as to the State and Condition thereof, or for fome of the
Purpoles of this A& ; and that immedis itely after making fuch refpeétive Entries, or producing the faid
Books refpetively for the Purpofes uforc‘waid, the fuid Books fhall forthwith again be fafely and fecurely
depeiited in the faid Chelt.

VI. And be it further enafted, That at the Expiration of Two Months after the Thirty-firlt Day of
December One thoufand eight hundred and thirteen, and at the Expiration of Two Months after the End
of every fublequent Year, fair Copies of all the Entries of the feveral Baptifms, Marriages, and Burials,
which fhall have been folemnized or fhall have taken place within the Year preceding, fhall be made by
the Rector, Vicar, Curate, or cther refident or Ofictatng Minifter, (or by the Churchwa rdens, -Chapel-
wardens, Cletk, or other Perfon duly appointed for the Purpofe under and by the Direction of fuch
Rector, Vicar, Curate, or other refident or Officiating Minifter,) on Parchment, in the fame Form as
preferibed in the Schedeles hereunto annexed (to be provided by the refpective Parifhes) ; and the

Contents of fuch Copies fhall be verified and figned in the Form following, by the Rector, Vicar,

Curate, or Oihiciating Minifter of the Parifh or Chapelry to which {fuch refpective Regifter Book thall
appertain :

'3

E A. B. Rector [or, as the Cafe may be] of the Parifh of C. [or, of the Chapelry of I0.] in the County
of E. do hereby folemnly declare, That the feveral Writings hereto annexed, purportingto be
Copies of the feveral Entries contained in the feveral Regifter Books of Baptifins, Marsiages, and
Burials, of the Parifh or Chapelry aforefuid, from the Day of to the
“ Day ot are true Copies of ail the feveral Entries in the faid {everal Regifter
Books refpeltively from the faid Day of to the faid Dav
¢ of ; and that no other Entry during fuch Period is contained in any of fuch Book
reipeltively, are truly made according to the beft of my Knowledge and Belief,

¢ signed A B

Which Pecloration fhall be fairly written, without any Stamp, on the faid Copy immediately after the
lalt ¥ntry therein; and the Signature to fuch Declaration fhail be attefted by the Churchwardens
or Chapelwardens, or One of them, of the Parith or Chapelry to which fuch Resilter Books fhall
belong.
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VII. And be it further enacted, That Copies of the faid Regifter Books, verified and attefted as
aforefaid, fhall, whether fuch Parith of Chapelry fhall be fubjeé to the Ordinary, Peculiar, or other
Jurifdi@tion, be tranfinitted by fuch Churchwardens or Chapelwardens, after they, or One of them,
thall have figned the fame, by the Poft, to the Regiftrars of each Diocefe in England within which
the Church or Chapel fhall be fituated, on or before the Firlt Day of June One thoufand eight hundred
and fourteen, and on or before the Firft Day of June in every fublequent Year.

VIII. And be it further enacted, That the Regiftrar of every Diocefe in England fhall, on or before
the Firft Day of July One thoufand eight hundred and fourteen, and on or before the Firlt Day of
July in every fubfequent Year, make a Report to the Bifhop of fuch Diocefe, whether the Copies of
the Regifters of the Baprilms, Marriages, and Burials, i the feveral Parithes and Places within fuch
Diocefe, have been fent to fuch Regiftrar, in the Manner and within the Time herein required ; and in
the Event of any Failure of the Tranfmiffion of the Copies of the Regifters as herein required, by the
Churchwardens and Chapelwardens of any Parifh or Chapelry in England, the Regiftrar fhall ftate the
Default of the Parifh or Chapelry fpecially in his Report to the Bifhop.

IX. And be it further enaded, That in cafe the Reftor, Vicar, or other Officiating Minifter or Curate
of any Parith or Chapelry fhall neglect or refufe to verify and fign fuch Copies of {uch feveral Regifter
Bocks, and fuch Declaration as aforefaid, fo that the Churchwardens or Chapelwardens fhall not be
able to tranfmit the fame, as required by this A&, fuch Churchwardens or Chapelwardens fhall, within
the Time required by this A¢ for the Tranfmifion thereof, certify fuch Default to the Regiftrar of
the Diocefe within which fuch Parith or Chapelry fhall be, who fhall {pecially {tate the fame in his
Report to the Bithop of fuch Diocefe.

X. And, for the obtaining of Returns and Regifters of Baptifims and Burials in Extra-parochial
Places in England, where there is no Church or Chapel, be it further enacted, That in all Cafes of the
Baptifm of any Child, or the Burial of any Perfon in any Extra-parochial Place in England, according
to the Rites of the Eftablithed Church, where there is no Church or Chapel, it fhall be lawful for the
officiating Minifter within One Month after fuch Baptifm or Burial, to deliver to the Rettor, Vicar,
or Curate of fuch Parifh immediately adjoining to the Place in which fuch Baptifm or Burial {hall take
place, as the Ordinary fhall dire&, a Memorandum of fuch Baptifm or Burial, figned by fuch Parent
of the Child baptized, or a Memorandum of fuch Burial, figned by the Perfon employed about the
fame, together with Two of the Perfons attending the fame, according as the Nature of the Cafe may
refpeCtively require; and every fuch Memorandum refpectively {hall contain all fuch Particulars as are
herein-before required ; and every fuch Memorandum delivered to the Reftor, Vicar, or Curate of any
fuch adjoining Parifh or Chapelry, fhall be entered in the Regifter of his Parith, and form a Part

thereof,

XI. And be it further enacted, That the Superfeription upon all Letters and Packets containing the
Copies of fuch Parifl or other Regifters, to be tranfmitted by the Poft to the {everal Offices of the
faid Regiftrars as aforefaid, fhall be indorfed and figned by the Churchwardens or Chapelwardens of
every refpeltive Parith and Chapelry in England, in the Form contained in Schedule (E.) ; and that all
fuch Letters and Packets fhall be carried and conveyed by Means of His Majefty’s Poft Office to, and
be delivered at the Offices of the faid Regiftrars, without Poftage or other Charge being paid or payable

for the fame.

XIL. And be it further emafed, That when and fo often as the Copies of the faid Regilter
Books of Baptifms, Marriages, and Burials as aforefaid, and alfo the faid Lifts of Births, Baptifms,
Marriages, or Burials as aforefaid, fhall be tranfmitted to the Office of the faid Regiftrars refpettively
as afm:efaid, purfuant to the Direttions herein-before contained for that Purpofe, the faid Regiftrars
fhall refpectively caufe all the faid Books and Lifts to be fafely and fecurely depofited, kept, and
preferved from Damage or Deftrucdon by Fire -or otherwile, and to be carefully arranged for the
Purpofe of being reforted to as Occafion may require ; and the faid Regiftrars refpectively fhall alfo
caufe corre& alphabetical Lifts to be made and kept in Books fuitable to the Purpofe, of the Names of
a1l Perfons and Places menticned in fuch Books and Lifts as fhall have been tranfmitted to the faid
Regiltrars refpeively, which alphaberical Lifts and Books, and allo the Copies of Regifters and Lifts
fo tranfmitted to the faid Regiftrars as aforefaid, fhall be open to public Search at all reafonable Times

on Payment of the nfual Fees.

XIII. And whereas in many Diocefes the Places wherein the Copies of the Parochial Regifters of
Baptifins, Marriages, and Burials, as well as the original Wills proved within the fame refpeltively, are
| b | kept,
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XV. Provided alwavs, and be it enacted, That no Re&or, Vicar, Curate, or Offic
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X VIL. Provided alfo, and be it enacted, That no DL. licate or Copy of any Regifter of Baptifm,
Marriage, or Burial, made under the Directions and for' Purpefes of this Act, fhall be chargeable
with any Stamp Duty thereon ; any Act now in force to the jrrary thereof in anywile notwithitanding.

XVIIL. Andbe it further enacted, That One Half of the Amount of all Fines or Penalties to be levied
in purfuance of this Act, fhall go to the Perfon who fhall inform or fue for the fame; and the Remainder
of fuch Fines as fhall be impofed on any Churchwarden or Chapelwarden fhall go to the Poor of the
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Parith or Place for which fuch Churchwarden or Chapelwarden fhall ferve; and the Remainder of
fuch Fines as fhall be impofed on any Rector, Vicar, Minifter, or Curate, or Regiftrar, fhall be paid
and applied to fuch Charitable Purpofes, in the County within which the Parith or Place fhall be, 23
fhall be appointed and directed by the Bithop of the Diocefe.

XI¥X. And be it further enacted, That the Rector, Vicar, Curate, or Officiating Minifter of every
Parifh and Chapelry in England, whether fubject to the Ordinary, Peculiar, or other Jurifdiction, fhall
tranfmit to the Regiftrar of the Diocefe in which the Parifh or Chapelry fhall be fituated, before the
Firlt Day of June One thoufand eight hundred and thirteen, a Liflt of all Regifters which now are in
fuch Parith or Chapelry refpectively, ftating the Periods at which they refpectively commence and ter-
minate, the Periods (if any) for which they are deficient, and the Places where they are depofited.

XX. And be it further enacted, That all and every the Provifions in this Act fhall extend, fo far as
Circumftances will permit, fo Cathedral and Collegiate Churches, and Chapels of Colleges or Hofpitals,
and the burying Grounds belonging thereto ; and to the Minilters who fhall officiate in fuch Cathedral
or Collegiate Churches, and Chapels of Colleges or Hofpitals and burying Grounds refpectively, and
thall baptize, marry, or bury any Perfon or Perfons, although fuch Cathedral or Collegiate Churches,
or Chapels of Colleges or Hofpitals, or the burying Grounds belonging thereto, may not be parochial,
or the Minifters Gfficiating therein may not be, as {uch, parochial Minilters, and there fhail be no
Churchwarden or Churchwardens thereof; and in all fuch Cafes, the Books herein-before directed to
be provided, fhall be provided at the Expence of the Body having Right to appoint the Officiating
Minifter in every fuch Cathedral or Collegiate Church or Chapel of a College or Hofpital; and Coples
thereof fhall be tranfmitted to the Regiftrar of the Diocefe within which fuch Cathedral or Collegiate
Church or Chapel of a College or Hofpital fhall be, by the Officiating Minifter of fuch Church, in like
Manner as is herein directed with relpect to parochial Minifters, and fhall. be attefted by Two of the
Officers of fuch Church, College, or Hofpital, as the Copies of parochial Regilters are herein directed
to be attefted by Churchwardens: Provided always, that nothing in this Act contained fhall extend to
repeal any Provifion contained in an Act paffed in the Twenty-fixth Year of the Reign of His late
Majefty King George the Second, intituled An A& for beiter preventing Clandeftine Marriages.

Schedules to which this A& refers

Schedule (A.)

BAPTISMS folemnized in the Parith of S7. 4. in the County of B. in the Year One thoufand
eight hundred and thirteen.
. y ]
; : Child’s BiRnta N anE Quality, Trade, { By whom the
When Baprtized. Abode. or Ceremony was |
Chriftian Name. l Chriftian. P Profeffion, performed.
]
1813. |
Vo William
12 February § Fohn Son of Lambeth |
Elizabeth i
¢
¥
No. 1. !
i
ad March 5
2 Henry ‘ .
Ann Y
Daughter of Fulbam
Martha
No. z.

Laft of all extant
Regilter Books to
be tranfmitted by
the Officiating Mi-
nifter to the Regil-
trar before the

ist June 1813,

Provifions of this
A& to extend to
Churches and Cha-
pels not parochial,

Not to repeal
any Provifion of
the Marriage A&,
26G. 2. c. 33.




aeop

Viil

52° GEORGII HI. Cap.146.
Schedule (B.)

1,

One thoufand eight hundred and thirteen.

MARRIAGES folemnized in the Parifh of St 4. in the County of B. in the Year

A.B. of { e 1 porifh

this |

and C. D. of% the %Pariﬁl

this

Church 1 . Banns

were married in this

} with Confent of { Larents

\ Chapel § 2 ) Licence Guardians
this Day of in the Year
Reéfor
By me, L I. { Vicar
Curate
— 5 o ; A B.
This Marriage was folemnized between us
&, B
5 EF
In the Prefence ¢ -
the Prefence of G H

;

borspryipee s e ey

Schedule (C.)

1.

and thirteen.

BURIALS in the Parifh of 4. in the County of B. in the Year One thoufand eight hundred

1 E ‘ By whom
Name, | Abode. | When Buried. Age. the Ceremony wag
| ‘ | performed.
1
|
| |
Fobu Wiljon “ Ducke Street, i 1813, @ 6z
i :
I Weftminfter. B} i
! | TeEnad ot May. |
|
1 No. 1 f
| ‘
R
Schedule (
-4 do hereby certify, that T did on t}y Day of
baptize according to the Rites\g the United Church of England and
Ireland, Son (or Daughter) of and his Wife, by the
Name of
To the Rector [or, as the Cafe may be] of
E do hereby certify, that on the Day of 4. 3. of
aged was buried in [ AZating the Place of Burial], and that the Ceremony of Burial

wWas performed according to the Rites of the United Church of England and Ireland, by me,

Te the Rector [or, as the Caje may be] of

Schedule (E.)

Te the Regiltrar of the Diocefe of
at
A.B. EChurchwaIdens (or Chapelwardens) of the Parifh (or Chapelry) of
C.D. | [or fich other Defeription as the Cage fhull require.]}
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